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1. Port Rules  

1.1 Purpose 

The Spencer Gulf Deep Water Pilotage or SPN is operated by DPTI and regulatory aspects such as 
pilotage is administered by Flinders Ports on their behalf. The remaining section headings should 
provide both legislative and technical guidance to schedulers. 

These Port Rules are intended to inform commercial users of the port of their responsibilities for the 
safe navigation of vessels in the port in the vicinity of the Spencer Gulf transhipment operations. These 
rules are a summary and are to be used as a guide only of the legislative / contractual requirements. 

 

1.2 Scope 

The port is operated in accordance with all laws in force in South Australia and any applicable 
Commonwealth or International laws, including but not limited to the below acts as enacted: 

• Harbors and Navigation Act. 

• Environment Protection Act. 

• Maritime Services (Access) Act. 

• Customs Act. 

• Quarantine Act. 

• Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act. 

• Protection of Marine Waters (Prevention of Pollution from Ships) Act. 

• South Australian Ports (Bulk Handling Facilities) Act. 

• South Australian Ports (Disposal of Maritime Assets) Act. 

• Recreational Access Agreement to Commercial Wharves Agreement. 

 

1.3 Authority 

Port Management Officers (appointed under the Harbors and Navigation Act) will manage the port 
waters in accordance with the Act. 

Port Management Officers are issued with a photographic identity card which lists the conditions of 
appointment. 

Port Management Officers are responsible for directing and controlling vessel movements in port 
waters for the purpose of safe navigation of vessels. 

This will include the: 

• movement of vessels into, within and out of port waters 

• loading and unloading of vessels 

• mooring, anchoring and securing of vessels within port waters 

• Flinders Ports will ensure that adequate pilotage, mooring and towing services are available 

to fulfil the above requirements. 
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1.4 Powers of Port Management Officers (PMO) 

A Port Management Officer may give a direction (orally, by signal, radio communication, or in any 
other appropriate manner) to a person in charge, or apparently in charge, of a vessel in or in the 
vicinity of Port Adelaide.  Failure to comply with a direction given by a PMO is an offence under the 
Act. 

A direction may, for example: 

a. require that vessels proceed to load or unload in a particular order; or 
b. require that a vessel be moored or anchored in a particular position; or 
c. require that a vessel be secured in a particular way; or 
d. require that a vessel be moved from a particular area or position; or 
e. require the production of documents relating to the navigation, operation, pilotage, use or 

unloading of the vessel. 
f. if a person is not on board a vessel to receive a direction the PMO may cause the vessel to be 

moved and any costs recoverable from the owner. 
 

A person in charge of a vessel must permit a Port Management Officer to: 

• board the vessel; and 

• inspect the vessel and its cargo; and 

• carry out on the vessel any investigation necessary to ensure that the vessel and the 

business in the course of which the vessel is being used is being operated lawfully. 

 

The appointment as a Port Management Officer confers upon the authorised persons all the powers 
of the following regulations, but only within the confines of the port nominated and only whilst under 
the management of Flinders Ports Pty Ltd.  Further detail on the content of these regulations can be 
found on www.transportsa.gov.au\legislation. 

Regulations 

• Obstructions on wharves 

• Obstruction of landing places  

• Use of rail trolley  

• Directions relating to dangerous or objectionable cargo  

• Spillage of cargo 

• Traffic and other directions  

• Removal of vehicles  

• Permits  

• Smoking and use of combustion equipment in hold  

 

The following have been delegated to the Port Management Officers by the powers of the CEO (as 
referred to in the Harbors and Navigation Act contained in the Regulations and any directly associated 
Regulation, stated below: 

• Obstructions on wharves  

• Obstruction of landing places 

• Unauthorised activity on wharf  

• Use of rail trolley  

• Abandoned cargo  

http://www.transportsa.gov.au/legislation
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• Unauthorised entry to wharf or contiguous land  

• Watch officers in harbors 

• Mooring lines in harbors  

• Restrictions in certain harbors  

• Mooring and unmooring of vessels in certain harbors  

• Swimming in harbors  

• Traffic signs  

• Parking signs and markings  

• Permits (parking)  

 

1.5 SIMEC Whyalla Port Handbook 

More details on the Port of Whyalla can be found using the below link.  

Whyalla Port Handbook | GFG Alliance Whyalla  

  

1.6 Pilotage Constraints  

1.6.1 Spencer Gulf Deep Water Pilotage Constraints  

A vessel with a draft of 16 metres or more must not be navigated within the Spencer Gulf Deep 
Water Route unless under the control, or at the direction of, a licensed pilot (a pilot licensed by DIT 
for pilotage of vessels within the Spencer Gulf Deep Water Pilotage). 

Pilots can only be arranged through the vessel’s owner/agent. 
 
Unless expressly directed by a licensed pilot, boarding of vessels by the pilot will occur at the  
following location: 
 

Cape Vessel Transhipment Point - latitude 33o 9.12'S, longitude 137o 38.21'E 
 

Prior to the vessel commencing the deep water passage and the vessel being under pilotage; 

• The licensed pilot must be onboard the vessel, and 

• The pilot and master exchange must occur to the satisfaction of the licensed pilot. 

  

Note: A direction given for safety purposes must not be mistaken or construed as an “act of 
pilotage.”  

 

1.7 Port Restrictions  

1.7.1 Vessel Dimensions & Restrictions (Max) 

Capesize vessels are typically above 150,000 tonnes deadweight & are recognised as being in excess 
of 270m LOA X 43m beam. 

Panamax vessels are recognised as being between 220m and 290m LOA, but not more than 32.31m 
beam. 

https://gfgalliancewhyalla.com/resources/vendor-documentation/whyalla-port-handbook/
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1.7.2 Under Keel Clearance (UKC) 

The UKC for this passage is to be at least 15% of the maximum sailing draft. 

 

1.7.3 Anchor Restrictions  

The master or operator of a vessel must not cause or allow the vessel to be anchored, or an anchor 
to be used in any of the following areas within: 

• Half a nautical mile of a prescribed vessel while that vessel is, or is about to be, engaged in 
loading operations at any of the prescribed transhipment points; 

• The gazetted deep water route as shown in admiralty charts AUS 777 & AUS 778 whilst a 
vessel constrained by its draft is engaged in navigating the prescribed route. 
 

1.8 Tide Information 

Two sources of tidal data exist for the management and scrutiny of Cape vessel pilotages in the 
Spencer Gulf, being Whyalla & Middle Bank. Whilst Middle Bank serves pilots as localised depth 
check, it is the Whyalla predictions that are adopted for determining Cape vessel sailing times. 

In terms of relationships, the tide in Whyalla is experienced approximately 1.5 hours after Middle 
Bank. The time difference between the Cape vessel transhipment point and Whyalla is negligible 
given the geographic proximity of the two locations. Pilotage-wise, it takes approximately 1.5 hours 
to transit from the SPN to the Yarraville Shoal and a further 2 hours to Middle Bank. Taking all of this 
into consideration, the comparison between time taken to navigate the deep water route in 
association with the tidal movement up the gulf is depicted in figure 1. 
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1.9 Departure Windows 

i. The Spencer Gulf Deep Water Route is for vessels with a draft of 16 metres or more. It 
therefore stands to reason that Panamax vessels engaged in transhipment operations will 
not require a pilot on departure. 

ii. For vessels with a departure draft of 17.6m to 18.3m: 

a. The sailing window shall open on the flood tide, 3.0 hours prior to reaching a 
minimum height of 2.0 m (HOT) at Whyalla. 

b. The sailing window shall close 1.5 hours prior to High Water (HW) at Whyalla. 

c. This guidance may be varied at the pilot’s discretion, particularly during periods of 
dodge tides, where sailing windows may be extended based on actual tide and 
environmental conditions. 

iii. All vessels with a departure draft of more than 16m but less than 17.6m AND all vessels with 
a departure draft exceeding 18.3m will be on a 'case by case' basis as decided by the pilot. 

iv. All vessels with a draft exceeding 18.3m will require a DUKC report. 

 

Summary: 

Vessel's Departure Draft Requirements 

< 16m No pilotage required 

16m to 17.6m (inclusive) Height of tide and tidal stream at pilot's discretion 

> 17.6m to 18.3m (inclusive) Minimum HOT of 2.0m at Whyalla. Sailing to occur 
within the approved sailing window or as otherwise 
varied by the pilot. 

> 18.3m DUKC report required 

 

1.10 Minimum Depths 

Least depths encountered for the Spencer Gulf Deep Water Route are:  

Cape vessel transhipment point: 20.5m 

Yarraville Shoal (waypoints 2 & 3): 19.52m 

Middle Bank Shoal (waypoints 5 & 6): 20.12m 

 

1.11 Launch Operations  

From Port Pirie crew report 2 hours prior to scheduled departure (launch requires 1.5 hours 
to transit from berth to transhipment point) 

From Wallaroo crew report 3 hours after scheduled departure (launch requires around 40 
minutes to steam to waypoint 7 where pilot disembarks) 
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1.12 Pilotage Process 

1.11.1 Reporting times for Pilots  

Once a movement is confirmed, a pilot is allocated in Port MIS.  

In practice, a pilot will report to the pick-up point approx. 1.5 hours prior to the scheduled sailing 
time if transiting from Port Pirie. Approx. 40 minutes is required if travelling by launch from Whyalla.  


